What is claimed is: 



1 . A method of processing a payment for a purchase of good^ comprising the steps of: 
inputting a code relating to a purchase of goods into a cioint-of-sale system; 
processing said code to determine if said code identj^es local goods or remote goods 

to be purchased from and controlled by a remote selk 
if said processing step identifies remote goods, J^en 
determining a price for said remote goods 

generating data to indicate a payment Ips been received for said remote goods, 
and 

transmitting for use by said remot/seller data indicating that said payment has 
been received for said remote goods. 



m 
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2. A method in accordance with cmm 1 wherein said step of determining a price for said 
remote goods includ^requMing said price from a remote party. 

3. A method of pro/essing Jfplyment for a purchase of goods, comprising the steps of: 
receiving at a point-o^al| system a code relating to a purchase of goods; 
inputting sai^ code iMo saSd point-of-sale system; 

processmg ^d coq/ in saia^oint^g^sdle system to determine if said code identifies 
local goods or ^mo^^oods to be purchased from and controlled by a remote seller; 
if said proc^smg step identifies remote goods, then 
determimng a price for said remote goods, 
receiving a payment for said remote goods, and 

transmitting for use by said remote seller data indicating that said payment has 
been recei/ed for said remote goods. 



4. A method in accordance with claim 3 wherein said step of determining said price 
)mprises requesting said price from a remote party. 



21 



5. A method in accordance with claim 4 wherein said step of requestiK said price from 
a remote party includes requesting said price directly from.said nmiote seller. 

6. A method in accordance with claim 4 wherein said step of nequesting said price from 
a remote party includes requesting said price from a third4)arty intermediary who 
receives said price from said remote seller. / 

7. A method in accordance with claim 3 wherein saM step of determining said price 
comprises the step of deriving said price from smd code. 

8. A method in accordance with claim 3 whdein said step of processing said code to 
determine if said code identifies local ^ods or remote goods comprises the steps of: 
storing a plurality of product codes innicating locally sold goods; 

storing a plurality of merchant cod^ indicating remote goods; and 
comparing said code with at leasf one of said plurality of product codes and said 
plurality of merchant codes. / 

9. A method in accoraanc^ with claim 3 wherein said code comprises a barcode, and 
said step of iimittin^pid code into said point of sale system comprises scanning 
said barcod^ if w 

10. A method A accpraancfe with claim 9 wherein said barcode identifies a merchant, and 
further indudin^the step^Q^£6qti€sting an order code including further information 
relevant t© purchase. 

1 1. A meth^ in accordance with claim 3 wherein said step of transmitting for use by said 
remobf seller data indicating that said payment has been received for said remote 
goo|3s includes transmitting said data directly to said remote seller. 

12. A method in accordance with claim 3 wherein said step of transmitting for use by said 
/ remote seller data indicating that said payment has been received for said remote 
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goods includes transmitting said data to a third-party intermediary for transmission to 
said remote seller. / 

13. A method in accordance with claim 12 and further includins^e step of selecting said 
third-party intermediary from a plurality of third-party inbrnnediaries. 

14. A method in accordance with claim 3 and further including the steps of: 
requesting an order code; and / 

transmitting said order code to said remote sellor with said data indicating that said 
payment has been received. / 

15. A method for a remote seller to process/ payment for the sale of goods, comprising 
the steps of: / 

receiving a remote order for a purd?<ase of goods; 
generating a code and a purchase^rice for said order; 

providing order data foru«€i5^^ point-of-sale system of a local seller in receiving a 
payment for said order; / 1 1 

receiving paymentraata cMnrming said payment has been paid at said point-of-sale 
system of said locayseller; /w 

initiating, resQpnsivelo^^d payment data, the shipment of said goods; and 

receiving a naymenf fipr s^d order from said local seller. 

16. A method m aaew&ance with claim 15 wherein said local seller comprises a third- 
party retailGj^i^ving a contractual relationship including said remote seller. 

17. A method^n accordance with claim 15 wherein said step of providing order data 
includesfproviding at least one of said code and said purchase price. 

18. A nyfthod in accordance with claim 17 wherein said step of providing order data 
comprises providing said order data directly to said local seller. 
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19. A method in accordance with claim 17 wherein said step of prov^fng order data 
comprises providing said order data to a third party for transmji^ion to said local 
seller. 

20. A method in accordance with claim 19 and further in^uding the step of selecting said 
third party based on the identity of said point-of-s^e system. 

21. A method in accordance with claim 15 whe^in said step of providing order data 
comprises providing said order data re^nsive to said step of receiving an order. 

22. A method in accordance with claj^ 15 wherein said step of providing order data 
comprises the steps of: 

receiving a request for saidfifrder data for use by said point-of-sale system; and 
providing said ord^r data^sponsive to said step of receiving a request for said order 
data. 

23. A method in iccommcc wfth claim 22 wherein said step of receiving a request for 
said order data incMcies receiving said request from said point-of-sale system. 

24. A method bfaccordance with claim 22 wherein said step of receiving a request for 
said orde^ data includes receiving said request from said local point-of-sale system 
throughra third party. 

25. A method in accordance with claim 15 wherein said step of receiving a remote order 
fdr the purchase of goods includes receiving said remote order by telephone. 

2^ A method in accordance with claim 15 wherein said step of receiving a remote order 
for the purchase of goods includes receiving said remote order through a computer 
data network. 



nethod of processing a paymen/ for a sale of goods, comprising the steps of: 
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receiving, by a processor from a remote seMer, data relating to an order for goods; 

receiving, by said processor from a local/eller, data indicating a payment has been 
received at a point-of-sale system for said wder for goods; and 

transmitting, from said processor to said remote seller, data indicating that said 
payment has been received by said locajf seller whereby to initiate the delivery of said 
goods by said remote seller. 



A method in accordance with c^m 27 wherein said data relating to an order for 
goods includes at least one of code and a purchase price, and frirther including the 
step of transmitting for use,^om said processor to said local seller, at least one of 
said code and said purchase price. 



29. A method in accordanc/with claim 27 wherein said local seller comprises a third 
party having a contracmal relationship with said remote seller. 

30. A method of submitting a payment for a purchase of goofls, comprising the steps of: 
transmitting an order for the purchase of goods to a j^ote merchant; 

receiving a code and a purchase price for said oi^ from said remote merchant; 
providing at least one of said code and said oj^hase price for use by a point-of-sale 
system of a local seller in processing sai^payment for said order; 
submitting said payment to s^ritfl^cal seller at said point-of-sale system; and 
receiving said goods fron^aid rp^e merchant. 

31. A method in accordance witfTdaim 30 wherem^said step of transmitting an order for 
the purchase of go^ds io^ixd remote mepeifant includes transmitting said order by 
telephone. 



32. A method in agRa^ance with claim 31 wherein said step of transmitting an order for 
the purchase^f goods to said remote merchant includes transmitting said order 
through a^omputer data network. 
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33. Apparatus for processing a payment for a purchase of goods, comprmng: 
a point-of-sale system including a processor and a memory conney^d to said 

processor; 

said memory storing instructions for controlling said processgf ; and 
5 said processor operative to 

receive a code relating to a purchase of goods^ 
process said code to determine if said code iOentifies local goods or 
remote goods to be purchased from and controUq^ ^ remote seller; 
if said code identifies remote goods, the 
10 determine a price for said remote goods, 

generate data to indicate regeipt of a payment for said remote 
goods, and 

transmit to said remote /eller data indicating that said payment has 
been received for said remotefgoods. 

34. Apparatus in accordance with claim 33^ wherein said point-of-sale system is further 
operative to transmit a request for sa^ price to a remote party. 

35. Apparatus for processing a payment for a purchase of goods, comprising: 

a point-of-sale systeiqrincludii^^ processor and a memory connected to said 
processor; 

said memory storiri^ instrut^j^^s for controlling said processor; and 
5 said processor optative i 

receive a cod© relatm/ to a purchase of goods; 
process said code ra/deterrnine if said code identifies local goods or remote goods 
to be purchased from aWa controlled by a remote seller; 
if said code identifies remote goods, then 
10 determine a price for said remote goods, 

receive an indication of payment of said price for said remote goods, and 
ismit to said remote seller data indicating that said payment has been 
receivedffor said remote goods. 
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36. Apparatus in accordance with claim 35 wherein said processor is fiirtljp operative to 
transmit a request for said price to a remote party. 

37. Apparatus in accordance with claim 36 wherein said request ij^ansmitted directly to 
said remote seller. 

38. Apparatus in accordance with claim 36 wherein said r^^uest is transmitted to a third- 
party who receives said price from said remote sellefl 

39. Apparatus in accordance with claim 35 whereig^aid processor is further operative to 
derive said price from said code. 

40. Apparatus in accordance with claim 35 ^herein: 
said memory further contains a pluraMy of product codes indicating locally sold 

goods and a plurality of me|iri^t code^ indicating a plurality of remote sellers; and 

said processor operanve to c®mn^e said code with at least one of said plurality of 
product codes and saiia plural^y pfimierchant codes, whereby to determine if said code 
identifies local gooffs or a remo^ seller. 

41. Apparatus m accordadc^with clai^ri 35 wherein said code comprises a barcode, and 
said point-®f-sale s^^m further comprising a barcode scanner connected to said 
processor and op^mvo to scan said barcode. 

42. Apparatus rfracc^ordance with claim 41 wherein said barcode identifies a merchant, 
said processoOTurther operative to generate a request for an order code containing 
further infoimation relevant to said purchase. 

43. Apparams in accordance with claim 35 wherein said processor is operative to transmit 
said da(ta directly to said remote seller. 
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44. Apparatus in accordance with claim 35 wherein said processor is opej^ve to transmit 
said data to a third-party intermediary for transmission to said rem^ seller. 

45. Apparatus in accordance with claim 44 wherein said processor is operative to select 
said third-party intermediary from a plurality of third-partwitermediaries. 

46. Apparatus for use by a remote seller in processing a payment for a sale of goods, 
comprising: / 

a processor; / 

a memory connected to said processor and st^ng instructions for controlling said 
5 processor; i 
said processor operative to / 

receive purchase data relating t(K3 remote order for a purchase of goods, 
generate a code and a purchas^rice for said remote order, 
generate order data for use b^y a point-of-sale system of a local seller in receiving 
10 a payment for said order,^,^ / 

receive paymeHfdata confinning said payment has been paid at said point-of-sale 
system of said loca^eller,/^ 

generate Mliverj^ata to initiate, responsive to said payment data, the shipment of 
said goods to saJa conspmer, and 
15 receive^erifiMticm data indicating receipt of said purchase price from said local 

seller. / // ^^"^ 

47. Apparat|snn^ccordance with claim 46 wherein said local seller comprises a third 
party ha^g a contractual relationship including said remote seller. 

48. Ap^iratus in accordance with claim 46 wherein said order data includes at least one 
of said code and said purchase price. ' 

4p. Apparatus in accordance with claim 48 wherein said processor is operative to initiate 
/ the transmission of said order data to said local seller. 
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50. Apparatus in accordance with claim 48 wherein said processor is operative to initiate 
the transmission of said order data to a third party for transmissiop^o said local seller. 

51. Apparatus in accordance with claim 50 wherein: 
said memory further contains information identifying a plufality of third parties and a 

plurality of point-of-sale systems; said processor further on^ative to 
select said third party based on an identity of said poim-of-sale system. 

52. Apparatus in accordance with claim 48 , wherein^aid processor is operative to output 
said order data responsive to said operation oMeceiving an order. 

53. Apparatus in accordance with claim 48 v/j^etcin said processor is operative to: 
receive a request for said order data; 
provide said order data responsive t^aid request. 

54. Apparatus in accordance wi^ticlmm 53 wherein said processor is operative to receive 
said request from said amnt-o^ale system. 

55. Apparatus in accomance yim claim 53 wherein said processor is operative to receive 
said request fromfsaid Idcalpoint-of-sale system through a third party. 

56. Apparatus in apcordBn/e with claim 46 and further including means connected to said 
processor forffecdvi^g said order data by telephone. 

57. Apparatus in accordance with claim 46 and further including means connected to said 
processor fo/ receiving said order data through a computer data network. 

58. Apparatus for processing a payment for a sale of goods, comprising: 
a proc^sor; 
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a memory connected to said processor and storing instructions for^ntrolling said 
processor; and 
said processor operative to 

receive from a remote seller order data relating to an oi^er for goods, 

store in said memory said order data, 

receive from a local seller payment data indicating payment has been received at 
a point-of-sale system for said sale of goods, 

store in said memory said payment data, and 

transmit, to said remote seller, verification ^ta indicating that said payment has 
been received by said local seller whereby to inj^ate the delivery of said goods by said 
remote seller. 




59. Apparatus in accordance with claim 5S wherein said order data includes at least one 
of a code and a purchase price, and^herein said payment data includes at least one of 
said code and said purchase pric^ 

60. Apparatus in accordancewitn claim 58 wherein said local seller comprises a third 
party having a contraj^al/llationship with said remote seller. 



61. Apparatus for pjocessj 
means for inpi/ting 
means for pr(3fcess 

remote goods toj 
means, if s 
determi 



payment for a purchase of goods, comprising: 
ie relating to a purchase of goods into a point-of-sale system; 
d code to determine if said code identifies local goods or 
ontrolled by a remote seller; and 
remote goods, for 
price for said remote goods. 
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generating data to indicate a payment has been received for said remote goods, 
and 

tran^nitting to said remote seller data indicating that said payment has been 
received fix said remote goods. 



62. Apparatus for processing a payment for a purchase of goods, comprising: 
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means for receiving at a point-of-sale system a code relating to a pur^ase of goods; 

means for inputting said code into said point-of-sale system; 

means for processing said code in said point-of-sale system to determine if said code 
identifies local goods or remote goods to be purchased from and^ontroUed by a remote 
seller; and 

means, if said code identifies remote goods, for 
determining a price for said remote goods, 
receiving a payment of said price for said remofe goods, and 
transmitting to said remote seller data indic^ng that said payment has been 
received for said remote goods. 
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63. Apparatus for processing a payment forine sale of goods, comprising: 
. means for receiving a remote order fof a purchase of goods; 

means for generating a code and a|^rchase price for said order; 

means for providing order data fgf use by a point-of-sale system of a local seller in 
receiving a payment for said ordett* 

means for receiving paymenfdata confirming said payment has been paid at said 
point-of-sale system o^rt^ajfseller; 

means for initiat^g, re^nsive to said payment data, a shipment of said goods; and 

means for recpving n^ment of said purchase price from said local seller. 

64. Apparatu/for pnSfessmg a payment for a sale of goods, comprising: 
means fgr recej/^g, py a processor from a remote seller, data relating to an order for 

goods; 

means gov cfe^iving, by said processor from a local seller, data indicating a payment 
has been rfc^^d at a point-of-sale system for said order for goods; and 

means J8r transmitting, from said processor to said remote seller, data indicating that 
said payment has been received by said local seller whereby to initiate a delivery of said 
goods w/ said remote seller. 



65 .An article of manufacture comprising: 
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a computer-readable medium having computer-readable prograp code means stored 
thereon for controlling a computer to process a payment for a pwlchase of goods, said 
computer-readable program code means including i 

program code for inputting a purchase code relating to a^urchase of goods into a 
point-of-sale system; / 

program code for processing said purchase code toyfletermine if said purchase code 
identifies local goods or remote goods to be purchas^ from and controlled by a remote 
seller; / 

program code, if said purchase code identifjp remote goods, for 
determining a price for said remote gopds, 
receiving a payment for said remot^oods, and 

transmitting for use by said remote seller data indicating that said payment has 
been received for said remote goods. / 

66. An article of manufacture coirorising: 

a computer-readable mediurar having computer-readable program code means stored 
thereon for controlling a comnnter to process a payment for a purchase of goods, said 
computer-readable program/ode means including 

program code for r^c^iijg a remote order for a purchase of goods; 

program code for g^S^apng a purchase code and a purchase price for said remote 
order; / ju 

program coc^ fo/p^viding data for use by a point-of-sale system of a local seller in 
receiving a pawem fdr^aid remote order; 

program chdJiom^z^^^^^Xz, confirming said payment has been paid at said point- 
of-sale system m a Ipcal seller; 

program ^de/or initiating, responsive to said receiving data, the shipment of said 
goods; and 

progr^ code for receiving a payment for said order from said local seller. 

67. An^rticle of manufacture comprising: 
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a computer-readable medium having computer-rea^le program code means stored 
thereon for controlling a computer to process a p^ment for a purchase of goods, said 
computer-readable program code means inch 

program code for receiving, by a pro^sor from a remote seller, data relating to an 
order for goods; 

nngj^ said processor from a local seller, data indicating a 
5oint-of-sale system for said order for goods; and 
itti]^hi9«£Qmsaid processor to said remote seller, data 
: has been received by said local seller whereby to initiate the 
by said remote seller. 



program code for i 
payment has been KC^ed^ 

program code f^ 
indicating that sai^ 
delivery of saic 
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